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or the Hospital appreciate the risk of these pacts, which were
especially dangerous when each Order supported a different
prince in a campaign and thus the hatred of both combatants
was aroused. Indeed the lesson was never properly learned,
and until the last some houses of the Templars and
Hospitallers intervened in Moslem faction fights.
During the last half century of the Latin kingdom, the
Templars seemed to have despaired not only of recapturing
Jerusalem, but of retaining what they still possessed. There
was even a suggestion that the Order should voluntarily give
up the hopeless contest and transfer its activities to Europe,
and some of the leaders might have welcomed such a course.
But it is unlikely that the proposal could have been seriously
considered. The Temple had been founded to carry on the
struggle against Islam and maintained for more than a
century and a half for that purpose 5 and the fiercest criticism
would have been aroused had the brethren retreated from
the East.
Only a few of the members escaped the Moslem vengeance
at Acre and found shelter at Cyprus in 1291. A general
chapter was held, and Jacques de Molay, who had been
Grand Preceptor of England, was chosen as Grand Master.
The Hospitallers and the King of Cyprus (who had led five
hundred knights to the defence of Acre) were ready to
co-operate in another attempt to crush the Moslem power.
Several expeditions to Syria and Egypt were organised before
the end of the century, but they proved notable only for
the disasters that attended them. The Christians still clung
to the belief that Egypt could be reduced, and in 1300 a
fierce assault was made on Alexandria. The abject failure
of that venture cooled the ardour of the Templars for the
conquest of Egypt, and it was decided to try to re-establish
a settlement at Tortosa. The project turned out to be as
unsuccessful as the attack on Egypt. The Hospitallers
sought new territory to conquer and Rhodes, and later Malta,
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